22 January 2021
Dear Member
COVID-19 Vaccine
With the second wave of the Coronavirus ravaging the country, and the imminent availability and rollout of the
vaccine in South Africa, there have been calls from many quarters including the government and the National
Department of Health for a collaborative approach to reduce the impact of the pandemic on the welfare of the
population and the economy.
Medical schemes have an important role to play in supporting efforts to ensure wider reach and access to healthcare
as the government looks towards distributing the COVID-19 vaccine. Following the presentation by Dr Zweli Mkhize,
Minister of Health, on the COVID-19 vaccine strategy, the Scheme engaged with critical stakeholders to gain insight
on a way forward on the role of medical schemes in the anticipated rollout of the vaccine.
COVID-19 vaccine funding
We are aware that the government is still finalising the procurement processes and the funding mechanisms. While
that process is underway, our current understanding is that medical schemes will access the vaccine in line with the
proposed national access protocols outlined by the Minister, which will be centralised through the National
Department of Health.
Medshield will cover the COVID-19 vaccine as a Prescribed Minimum Benefit (PMB) as recently gazetted in the
revised COVID-19 regulations.
The role of medical schemes in the vaccine rollout
Medical schemes are expected to cover the cost of the vaccine on behalf of their members to ensure access to the
vaccine - in line with the three-phased approach that applies to priority population groups as per the vaccine strategy
presented by Minister Mkhize. Schemes will use this as a guideline to prioritise vaccinations. The priority population
groups have been identified as follows:
Phase One
 Front line health care workers (HCW).
Phase Two
 Essential workers.
 Persons in congregate settings.
 Persons over 60 years.
 Persons over 18 years with co-morbidities.
Phase 3
 Other persons over 18 years.

At this point there are no firm and confirmed timelines for the rollout of the vaccine. Medshield will communicate
and provide updates to all stakeholders once more information becomes available to ensure a seamless and swift
rollout of the vaccine for our members.
Yours Sincerely,
Thoneshan Naidoo
Principal Officer | Medshield Medical Scheme

